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- Just when | was about to. fIy away my
- hook snagged the 1 WH‘e and the jet -
suddenly stopped o 4
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tWasamiserabIeday inthe Seaof Japan, anditwas ' ship’sweather brief and known wherethefreezi ng Iayers

only going to get worse. Wewerefinishing up Foal were, perhaps| would have had nothing to worry abouit.
Eagle’ 99 off the coast of Korea. The weather was Instead | started to get behind thejet as| enteredmy.
asbad asany we' d seen since this short cruise began:  holding atitude, and | hadn’t even begun the approach yet.*
abitter cold day, with an 800-foot overcast ceilingand During my onequick turninholding, | kept checking .
; dr|V| ng rain. Because of theweather and my relative theleading edgesof my wingsfor icing. | had never been 4
-perl, cein such condltlons (al my fllghttral ning had inici ng condltl ons, nor had | never seenit accUmulate on
;‘ j’ = t:teen mplishedin sunny Corpus Christi, Kingsville' ~ my wings. -
and Jacksontnlle) I'kept acloseeyeonthi ngsthat usualiy .1 pushed on'time, and everytht ng seemed - Degaiage™ - &
did not occupy my scan. | lookedfor i |cmg ontheleading asplanned. | leveled off at 1,2 0 foste
_ edgesof my wings, and checked my engi ne ant| -iceand dtill not keeping my n_or
pitot heat switches.- *  wasto usethe baro-altitut
Thetactical portion of the flight went asplanned.| - only in marghalisthe
checked into marshal and received instructionstoholdat enink
~ 6,000 feet. Knowing therewas athick cloudiayer at that ot
dtitude, | elected to hold abovethe overcast until justprior %« transitioning the
to pushtime, in order to stay out of thevisiblemoistureand i Appr ach ¢
possibleicing conditions. Had | paid closer attentiontothe © ' ousi
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a rcraTt usi hg the B|t M | page, I d|d notlcethesecond sugn

tham something pecul iar was happening. Asl trimmed to
3 200 on theBit M1 page, | noticed that the dlgltswould not

- holdatexadﬂy3200 but fluctuated plusor minus 100. Toa

Hornet pilot with half abrai n, thisshould obvioudly have
- indicated that the planewas till in an autopilot mode. The

Y IplaneWasconstanth/’(ri mming for one Gflight, thus

‘gu:gThetrl m setting. When | saw thefluctuating trim

ng,.f" didn’ tglvemyselftlmetothl nk about what | was *

. seemg andfigureit out. It was getting down to theshort
hairs of the approach, and | was distracted—nay, ob-

—by icing. | never came back to the Bit M1 pageto
solve the mystery, and | never noticed the A/Padvisory on
the bottom of the DDI. | was going to have to do my best,
trying to land afly-by-wire aircraft onboard an aircraft

_carrierinbad weether, with thejet il in autopilot:

It was atypical day at the boat in bad weather. | had

T~ noneedla noILSglldeﬁlope andtheshlponly gavemean

stabilators moving full throw, and | waslooking at ggi are
shield full of flight deck. All | could think todowastoget
out of thisbad situation and try again. Attempting my own
waveoff, | lit theblowersand let go of the stick to let the

jet settle down. The nose began afinal noseup pitch, and,
just when! was about to fly away, my hook snagged the 1

_wire, and thej et suddenly stopped.

Things could have ended much worse than they dld | i
could havelost thejet and killed myself. Having recently
finished LSO School I had seen the same autopilot land-
ings on board shi ps I’ d witnessed what can happen when
thefinal oscillation prior to touchdown isanose-down
pitch, resulting in extensive damage to the nose gear, with
thepilot | ucky to have caught awire.

It isnow part of my scanto hit the paddle switchwhen
| tip over from 1 200fee'g onan approach. | randomly hit

" . thepaddle switch throughout aflight so asto make sure

that | am never inan autopllot modewhen | don’t wantito
be. When | think of uncontrolled pitch movementsinthe |
landing configurati on, thefl rst thing that comesto mymi ind

ishitting the paddle switch.

We need to useour experienceand udgment tomake
good deusonswhen they redly count—especially dluri ngthe
takeoff and landing phasesof flight. You won't have enough

. timeto maketheright decisionsunlessyou’ vegoneover

emergency scenariosand asked yourself what you' d do. =s=
Ltjg. Menna flies with VFA-27. i : 4
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